
Olean Middle School 
     Course Name:   8th Grade Musical Exploration 
     Compiled by:  Mrs. J. Thomas-Eustis 
     Text:  Practical Theory Book 1, Alfred Guitar Book 1, Jazz The Magazine, Jazz for Dummies, 
      Music Alive Magazines 
     Other resources:  CD-Rom for Theory and Guitar 

Week Topic Content Skills Concepts Major Assessments Learning Standards Resource 

1 Introduction to Listening and 
Guitars/Beginning of Rules and 
Expectations 

Spacial orientation of notes 
High and low, 
penmanship,  

Rhythm, Melody, Pitch Listening tests and quizzes 1 Practical Theory 
Theory on Internet 

2 Jazz and Guitar Elements of Music aural  
Recognition, identifying 
instruments of jazz band, 
chordal and single note 
skills 

Rhythm, Pitch, Melody, 
Harmony, Tone Color, 
aural recognition, beg. 
Skills on guitar, Buddy 
Bolden, Jelly Roll Morton 

Vocab tests 
Sentence quizzes 
Skills quiz 

1 Alfred CD 
Various theory flashcards 
Guitar beginning tabs 

3 Jazz/Swing/Guitar Rhythmic aural 
recognition, more chords 
and single notes, 
beginning of improvisation 
of 12-bar blues, identifying 
instruments and timbre 
between jazz and swing 
bands 

King Joe Oliver 
Louis Armstrong 
Count Basie 
Harmony 
Aural Recognition 
Guitar Skills 

Search and find answers 
Fill in the blank 
Puzzles 
Write complete sentences 

1              2 Practical Theory 
Wynton Marselis Jazz 
Powerpoint notes 
Guitar tabs 
Various flashcards 
Listening selections 

4 Swing/1950’s/Guitar Writing tablature, learning 
global facts of the 1950’s 
and its relationship to the 
music that was created 
during that time, more 
chords, single notes, and 
improvisation on guitar 

Benny Goodman 
Duke Ellington 
Lindy Hop Jitterbug 
Guitar chords and notes 
Allan Freed 
Bill Haley and The Comets 
Aural Recognition 

Flashcards of: 
Notes 
Chords 
Elements of Music 
Rhythms 
Melody Direction 

1              2 Practical Theory 
Wynton Marselis Jazz 
Powerpoint notes 
Guitar tabs 
Various flashcards 
Listening selections 

5 Early Rock and Roll/Guitar Bass guitar notes, power 
chords, and recognition of 
how audience shift from 
adults to teenagers, 
continued aural skills 

Buddy Holly 
Little Richard 
Elvis Presley 
Chuck Berry 
Guitar Skills 

Quizzes, 
Fill in the blank 
Guitar skills tests 

1                 2 Red Booklet of American 
decades  
Internet Wikipedia 
Guitar tabs 

6 Theory/1960’s/Guitar Rhythmic counting, 
learning the global facts 
and life style of the 
American 1960’s learning 
Beatles song with chords 
and single notes, theory, 
penmanship 

Mamas and The Papas 
The Who 
Jimi Hendrix 
Guitar Skills 
Aural Rhythmic and 
Harmonic Skills 

Flashcard review 
Scavenger hunt test 
Fill in the blank 
Surprise quiz 
Write complete sentences 
Vocab tests 

1  2  3  4 Red Booklet of American 
decades  
Internet Wikipedia 
Guitar tabs 

7 1960’s/Guitar Distinguishing the different 
Styles of Am POP Music, 
chords, and notes 

Beatles 
Guitar Skills 
Aural Skills 

Documentary reports 
Guitar skills quiz 

1  2  3  4 Red Booklet of American 
decades  
Internet Wikipedia 
Guitar tabs 

8 Guitar and Skills Test Guitar notes, improv and  
Chords 

Guitar Skills Guitar skills test 1   2    3   4 Guitar Tabs and Single 
notes 

9 Library Projects/Powerpoint Pick an artist and create a 
powerpoint project to 
present to the class 

Research Techniques and 
Presentation 

The Powerpoint and 
verbal report 

3     4     Library, Internet, 
Computer, memory stick 

10 Review and Final Exam Recall and style 
recognition 

 Final Exam  Final Exam 



 

 


